Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



SECRET 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 01350 191035Z 
15 

ACTION NEA- 13 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-20 SAM-01 PRS-01 SSO-OO RSC-01 DRC-01 
/038 W 

086272 

O 190840Z FEB 74 

FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5459 

SECRET TEHRAN 1350 

STADIS /////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

FOR SECRETARY SISCO FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IR 

SUBJECT: CBS INTERVIEW WITH SHAH 

1. MIKE WALLACE OF CBS INTERVIEWED THE SHAH ON FEBRUARY 
18. THE SHAH FOUND HIM QUOTE IMPERTINENT UNQUOTE, SAID 
THAT HE ASKED NASTY QUESTIONS, AND HAS TODAY DECIDED 
THAT HE WANTS THE INTERVIEW KILLED. THIS COMES FROM COURT 
MINISTER ALAM WHO SUMMONED ME MORNING FEBRUARY 19 FOR 
PURPOSE OF REGISTERING SHAH'S FORMAL REQUEST THAT USG DO 
WHAT IT CAN TO PERSUADE CBS NOT TO USE THIS TV INTERVIEW. 

IF ALAM UNDERSTOOD THE SHAH S CONCERN CLEARLY, IT REVOLVES 
AROUND THE FACT THAT WALLACE PUT QUESTIONS ABOUT OIL IN 
SUCH A PECULIAR AND COMPLICATED WAY THAT THE QUOTE HARSH 
UNQUOTE REPLIES WHICH HE ELICITED FROM THE SHAH MAY WELL 
CAUSE UNNECESSARY DAMAGE IN SAUDI-IRANIAN RELATIONS. 
ASSURED ALAM THAT WE WOULD DO WHAT WE COULD BUT 
POINTED OUT TO HIM, WHAT HE OBVIOUSLY REALIZES, THAT WE 
HAVE LITTLE LEVERAGE WITH OUR BROADCASTING COMPANIES. 

MAY I SUGGEST THAT YOU ASK SOME APPROPRIATE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICIAL CONTACT DICK S A LENT OF CBS, WHO MAY BE WILLING 
TO LISTEN TO WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE REASON. ALSO, WOULD 
YOU PLEASE BRING THIS ISSUE TO THE SECRETARY'S PERSONAL 
ATTENTION. 
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2. ALAM IS SENDING A MESSAGE TO AMBASSADOR ZAHEDI ASKING 
HIM TO CONTACT MIKE WALLACE, WHO HAD BY THIS MORNING 
ALREADY DEPARTED TEHRAN, AND ATTEMPT TO CONVINCE HIM 
NOT TO USE THE SHAH MATERIAL. ALAM WOULD APPRECIATE IT 
IF YOU WOULD CONSULT WITH AMB. ZAHEDI AND DECIDE WHETHER 
IT IS MORE EFFECTIVE FOR HIM TO PROCEED ON HIS OWN OR 
WHETHER IT WOULD BE MORE PERSUASIVE FOR HIM TO CONTACT 
WALLACE WITH ASSISTANCE FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND WITH DEPART- 
MENTAL OFFICER PRESENT. INCIDENTALLY, COURT PRESS 
REFERENT YAZDEN-PANAH CONTENDS THAT HE HAS AN AGREEMENT 
WITH WALLACE TO SEE THE VIDEO TAPE OF THE INTERVIEW BEFORE 
IT IS BROADCAST. IF THIS AGREEMENT HOLDS, IT MAY SLOW UP 
THE USE OF THE MATERIAL SO THAT YOU WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO REASON WITH CBS. 

HELMS 
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